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Coloured Ryelands:

Champion
Tom Wright

Reserve
Michelle Varmen

National Show
winners 2025
Ryelands:

Champion:
Alison Robinson.

Reserve:
Annabelle Burton




Editor’s Note

Dear Members

By now tupping will be over and | hope you are happy with the results®
if you scan your sheep.

As | type the weather has suddenly turned cold and it's a bit of a shock to the system as
those hot days of summer feel so recent!

Please let me have any contributions for the Spring edition by 20 February.
Happy New Year.

Lin Whittall
Editor

lin.whittall@googlemail.com

From the Chair
s |

Well it's that time of year again, snow, freezing temperatures and scanning time. |
hope you all have the scan results you are hoping for, and then it will be lambing
time! The yearly cycle seems to go by much more quickly these days.

The President's Dinner, hosted this year by Stephen Ramsden, was enjoyed by all.
Stephen has spent the summer on a Presidential tour of all the major shows
throughout the country, watching the show classes with a keen eye and generally
doing a top job of representing our society. It has been a huge effort and much
appreciated by the members.

November is the start of the Autumn/Winter gatherings around the regions. It is a
wonderful opportunity to catch up with friends, have a chat and celebrate regional
awards winners. Thanks must go to all the regional committee members who give up
so much of their time to organise and host events throughout the year.

Lambing time can be fun, stressful, heartbreaking, frustrating and occasionally
rewarding. If you are having a difficult time please don't worry on your own. A phone
call, text message or even FB chat can help to lift the spirits for a short time and bring
a sense of perspective to the situation. It also helps to have lots of cake and flapjack
in the house too!!!

Best of luck everyone and Merry Christmas.

JW Gray
Chair



North Wales and Mercia
Regional Report

On the 15th and 16th of November we
held our 6th annual Lamb Show at
Stafford County Show Ground in
conjunction with the English Winter Fair.
The weather on the Friday was
horrendous and a huge round applause to
who battled the rain.

We had over 70 pens booked and
members from all over the country
including a lot coming for the first time
and even showing for the first time - we
were very pleased to see you.

Saturday morning Mr Joshua Brigg started
judging The Ryeland classes, a though the
Ryeland numbers were low we managed
to cover all the classes. The Coloured
Ryeland classes were well attended with
some having very large numbers. We
would like to thank Mr Brigg for judging
and he was very impressed with the
quality of lambs forward.

Sunday morning Mr lan Brooksbank, head
wool grader at British Wool Bradford, was
judging very large classes of Ryelands and
Coloured Ryelands . After judging lan
graded 71 lambs in their pens for their
fleece quality certificates ranged from
Recommended. Highly Recommended and
Exceptional taking the time to talk through
the process. | would like to thank lan for
giving up his time it was very much
appreciated.

Mr Will Roobothom NSA Youth
Ambassador judged our 20 young
handlers over 3 age groups.

Our President Mr Stephen Ramsden with
the help from the FCN went on to judge
our very creative fancy dressers, in aid of
the Farming Community Network. A quote
from Stephen “A difficult and controversial
class. So Many Witty and Inventive
Entrants made Judging difficult. Thanks to
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all who made the effort to enter some great creative work.”

I would like to thank our Committee,Judges and competitors for supporting the

NWAM Lamb Show
Jone Pinches

Regional Chair

English Winter Fair incorporating the North Wales and Mercia Lamb Show
Held at Stafford showground within the English Winter Fair. Congratulations to

everyone and thank you to our judge Joshua Briggs

Ryelands:
January born ram lamb:
1. Jane Pinches

February born ram lamb:

1. Jane Pinches

2. Jane Pinches

March or later ram lamb:

1. Welford family

Untrimmed ram lamb:
1 Not Awarded

January ewe lamb:
1. Linda Bone

February ewe lamb:
1. Thomas Nash

March or later ewe
lamb:

1. Ryan Shaw

2. Ryan Shaw

3. Mick Passam

Untrimmed ewe lamb:
1. Jane Pinches
2. Jane Pinches
3. Mick Passam

Pairs, ewe & ram
1. Jane Pinches
2. Mick Passam
3. Jane Pinches

Champion:

Welford family (left)
Reserve:

Ryan Shaw (right)

2. Mick Passam

2. Goodlife Ryelands

2. Linda Bone

2. Jane Pinches

3. Jane Pinches

3. Linda Bone

3. Mick Passam

3. Rachael Dilworth




Coloured Ryelands
January born ram lamb:
1. Emma Hughes-Jones
2. Natalie Reade

3. Stephanie Shaw

February born ram lamb:
1. Stephanie Shaw

2. Whitehurst & Briggs

3. Natalie Reade

March or later ram lamb:
1. Welford family

2.Alys Williams

3. Alys Williams

Untrimmed ram lamb:
1. Thomas Nash
2. Sarah Read

January ewe lamb:
1. Emma Hughes-Jones 2. Stephanie Shaw 3. Emma Hughes-Jones

February ewe lamb:

1. Thomas Nash 2. Jayne Carter 3. Whitehurst & Briggs
March or later ewe lamb:

1. Stephanie Shaw 2. Evie Chadwick 3. Thomas Nash

Untrimmed ewe lamb:

1. Evie Chadwick 2. Evie Chadwick 3. Alys Williams

Pairs ( ewe& ram)

1. Jayne Carter 2. Whitehurst & Briggs 3. Jayne Carter

Champion: Thomas Nash (above right) Reserve: Stephanie Shaw (above left)

North Wales & Mercia Lamb Show results

Young Handlers
Judged by Will Roobottom NSA Young ambassador.
Congratulations to all 20 enthusiastic youngsters who competed!

8 & under:

1. Adam Welford 2. Annabelle Reade 3. Matilda Ward

9-12 years:

1. Pippa Welford 2. Henry Williamson 3. Alicia Hughes-Jones
13-16 years:

1 Lucy Carter 2. Freya Silvester 3. Otis Dilworth



Hereford & The Marches Regional Report

s |
Hello Everyone,

How is everyone? The grass has finally appeared it seems, and with the warmer
weather seems to be flushing late on in the season, although the rain has now come
but what can we say, it is Britain after all!

We hope that tupping has gone well for you all and those that have scanned have had
some good results, and fingers crossed for those that are due to scan soon. It would be
great if you are on socials that you share your results with the members, as sometimes
you may feel it is just you, but | know there will be others out there in the same boat,
and it often helps to talk.

We had a lovely Christmas meal at The Crown and Sandy, Ombersley, WR9 OEW, on
Saturday 29th November, where we announced the winners of the Flock Competition
and Regional Points, these have also been posted on social media and an email sent to
all members. Well done to the winners!

Exciting plans are in place for 2026, with farm visits in the planning stages where we are
hoping to visit three different flocks, talks with the Royal Three Counties show about
some Hereford and the Marches members discounted tickets, so we can possibly hold a
little social there. Launch of our Regional Good to Talk campaign, which as previously
mentioned is something we are keen to explore, plus many more exciting things.

As always, the committee are here to help and serve you the membership so if there is
anything you would like us to do or help with then please do get in touch! Also, if you
are enthusiastic about the region and would love to join the committee then please do
get in touch, we have spaces and would love to fill them.

Happy Christmas & New Year to you all, from all of us on the committee.
Jack Williaums

Regional Chair

Northern England Region Report
e

As the darker nights draw in and winter approaches, many of us will soon find
ourselves getting sheds in order and gathering lambing supplies ready for the arrival
of the 2026 lambs. Time certainly does fly!

We began the season with a very successful trimming demonstration and BBQ kindly
hosted by Tom Redmayne. It was a fantastic way to start the year, with a great turnout
and plenty of shared knowledge.

The 2025 showing season has been another strong one for the region. We were
especially delighted to see excellent entry numbers in the Coloured Ryeland classes.
However, Ryeland entries remain on the lower side, and we would like to warmly
encourage members with Ryelands to come along next season and give showing a try.



It’s a great opportunity to meet fellow breeders and showcase your stock.

Our next regional event will be a Winter Warmer Sunday Lunch at The Auctioneer,
Carlisle, on Sunday 4th January. Tickets are limited, so please do book early, we'd love
to see as many of you there as possible. During the lunch we will also be presenting
the Points Trophies for the 2025 showing season.

Looking ahead, we hope to launch a Northern Region Flock Competition for 2026, and
we’ll be working on the format for this over the coming months. More details will
follow in due course.

Finally, the committee would like to wish all members a wonderful Christmas and a
very happy New Year and, of course, the best of luck with the upcoming lambing
season.

Philip Holmes

Northern England Regional Secretary

Yorkshire Region Report
s |
We have now come to the end of another successful year for the Yorkshire Region. We
can reflect on a well attended Show Preparation day and some well supported shows
with really good, quality exhibits, especially in Ryeland classes.

With talks of tupping and scanning now being heard and the dark nights here, at the
time of writing we are looking forward to a well attended Autumn Lunch and Awards
afternoon. Being the last of our events for 2025 we look forward to catching up with
members old and new and making plans for some exciting events in 2026.

Best wishes to you all
Yorkshire Regiovn Committee

News from Scotland
s |
Ryelands and Coloured Ryelands were well represented at the Scottish Smallholders
Festival at Ingliston, Edinburgh in October. The group had a promotional stand amongst
the breed society stands which attracted steady attention all day. Thanks to Janice Milne,
Eilidh Garret, Douglas Stainton and Andy Frazier for their help on the stand.

In the show ring, the Ryeland lambs from the Landriggs flock of Eddie and Janice
Henderson won both the large downs breed classes, with their tup lamb taking the
overall reserve interbreed championship. Many congratulations to them. Judge was Pat
Maddock.



The Coloured Ryelands from Joanne Fisher's Greenlea flock, who travelled up from
Cumbria, won several awards in the wool on the hoof and fleece competitions.

By the time this newsletter is published, the group will have held their winter lunch at
the Birds and Bees at Stirling at which the winner of this year’s points competition will
have been announced. This is the last event to be organised by the Scottish Ryeland
Group as a new RFBS Regional Committee should be in place in the new year and will
take over organising Ryeland activities in Scotland.

Whilst there will be some current committee personnel on the new committee, myself
(chair) and Janice Milne (secretary) are stepping down. The Scottish Ryeland Group was
set up12 years ago, just before the advent of RFBS regional committees and Janice has
been secretary throughout the entire period. | have been in the chair for 10 years and
we both feel now is the right time to step back and let “fresh blood’ take over.

I would like to thank everyone
involved with the success of the Group
over the year, but none more so than
Janice whose contribution has been
immense — the time, work and
enthusiasm she has put into the group | :
as secretary has been the keystone to
the success of the group.

I would like to wish the new
committee every success and hope
that they can build on the legacy of
the Scottish Ryeland Group.

Over and out,
Suson Bryden

Member Profile - Katie Harding

s |
Thanks Katie for sharing your experiences with us.

My name is Katie Harding and | am 12 years old from the north east of Scotland, I live
in Aberdeenshire with my sister Lucy and my mum Kim Harding, we currently have a
small holding just shy of 100 Acres, which | help my mum manage.

I was 9 when | was helping with the commercial flock, which consisted of texels, and
Suffolk cross lambs, which prove to be difficult for me to handle at the time, so my
mum suggested | attend the local agricultural shows to speak with other like minded
young farmers, | came across a fantastic group at Echt show in 2022 and these
Ryelands took my eye immediately.



Docile, friendly and great for the small holder |
was set on purchasing a few of these over the
summer and in July 2022 | purchased by first
Ryelands, 2 white lambs and 2 coloured.

That year | entered them into Keith show
under the any other breed group, we came
away with 4th for my little lambs. | was
chuffed and already couldn’t wait for summer
2023, | purchased a few white ewes and i
travelled to Carlisle to pick up our first Tup,
Duke of the Dales along with ewe lamb, before |
long it became apparent that we were going to}
have our hands full in the lambing shed!! |
have made other local purchases which have
been a great asset to my flock, Lines including |
Dessland, Kierhead, St Ternan, Gormack and ¢
Red Sewell.

=3 Along my journey | have met
some amazing people,
Fantastic support and nothing
but help with the flock and
support when attending our
local show grounds, Very
proudly coming home with
Scottish National Coloured
Champion, Turriff show Female
8 Champion, and overall
champion. Without the
support of my family this

i wouldn’t be possible.

We have just completed
: S ARERURE VAT scanning for 2025 and look
to lambing mid Jan with my flock of 30 Ryelands.

=S
forward

Katie Harding

Meadaple/Meadaple Meadow

Tenbury National Show Results
s |

Coloured Ryelands: Judge: Steve Bradbury
Senior Ram (8 entries)
1 Nick Burton 2 J Hitchman 3 Thomas Nash 4 Fisher & Hoggarth

Shearling Ram (8 entries)
1 Nick Burton 2 Michelle Varmen 3 Fisher & Hoggarth 4 Thomas Nash



Ram Lamb (18 entries)
1 Thomas Nash 2 Nick Burton

Senior Ewe (8 entries)
1 Fisher & Hoggarth 2 Ann Swankie

Shearling Ewe (16 entries)
1 Michelle Varmen 2 Harriet Hunt

Ewe Lamb (19 entries)
1 Michelle Varmen 2 Nick Webb

Group of Three (8 entries)
1 Fisher & Hoggarth 2 Thomas Nash

Wool on the Hoof (11 entries)
1 Michelle Varmen 2 Ann Swankie

3 Nick Webb 4 Michelle Varmen

3 Jack Deakins 4 Fisher& Hoggarth

3 Nick Burton 4 Fisher & Hoggarth

3 Fisher & Hoggarth 4 Michelle Varmen

3 Harriet Hunt 4 Jack Deakins

3 Fisher & Hoggarth 4 Thomas Nash

BREED CHAMPION - Senior Ram; Juggis Dragons Breath Blue. Bred by Tom Wright and
owned by Nick Burton, by Cardi Brenin out of a Juggis ewe.

Reserve Breed Champion - Ewe Lamb from Michelle Varmen; Snelson Fortuna, by
Nobut Manor Bodyguard out of Snelson Daphne

Ryeland Results: Judge: Mr JR Morgan

Senior Ram:
1 A Robinson

Shearling ram
1. J Liddiard 2. A Robinson

Ram Lamb
1. M Varmen 2. T Wright

Breeding ewe
1. A Robinson 2. J Williams

Shearling ewe
1. A Burton 2. M Varmen

Ewe lamb
1. S Quigley 2. A Robinson

Group of 3
1. M Varmen 2. A Robinson

Wool on the hoof
1. J Liddiard 2. M Bedford

National Ryeland Champion

3. H Deakins 4. S Quigley

3. M Bedford 4. S Burton

3. M Varmen 4. S Burton

3. S Quigley 4. T Wright

3. J Liddiard 4 T Wright

3. M Bedford 4. H Deakins

3. H Deakins 4. M Varmen

A Robinson, senior ram (Hawthorns Dino Lamb by Hawthorns Zinzan out of a Dolwen

ewe)
Reserve National Champion
A Burton, Shearling ewe (01630 E448



Ludlow/Brecon Show and Sale 2025.

This year’s RFBS main sale took place in Ludlow Livestock Market on Saturday

16th August. Last year’s sales broke records left, right and centre but the impact of
extreme dry weather on grazing combined with Bluetongue movement restrictions
resulted in a significant downturn in both clearance rates and averages.

It was the turn of the Coloured
Ryelands to open the sale this year.
The top price of the day was 1300gns
for shearling ewe, Night Star Electra
bred by Tim & Gill Glover, York. Sired
by Ryeside Coloured Antonio out of a
Womble ewe, she was placed second
in the show that took place before
the sale by judge, John Donovan. She
will join the Fusion flock of David
Drake. Achieving the second highest
price of the day was a ewe lamb bred
by K & M Atkinson-Shaw. Coxwold
Fanny Craddock was sired by Ryeside
Coloured Brigadier out of a ewe from
the Colourful flock of C Broughton.
She sold for 1100gns and joins the
Lane Head flock of S Sweeting-
Dawson, Huddersfield. Another
Coxwold bred female, Coxwold
Ermintrude, sold for 800gns to the same buyer. The Female champion was a ewe
lamb from the Valkyrie flock of S & J Wright, Llandovery. Sired by Starlight Sewell
Caradoc out of a home bred ewe, she sold for 600gns.

Ao L__ P L . '&.‘—_.:P—’.;
Top priced Coloured Ryeland, Night Star ewe
bred and exhibited by T & G Glover.

Taking the top price for the males
was a shearling ram from the Gower
based flock of R & A Howell. Mansel
Eclipse, sired by Mansel Yolo, out of
a home bred ewe and placed second
in the show by judge, A McVicar,
Newtown, he sold for 500gns to J
Stone, Norwich. Two ram lambs
made 400gns. The first was Allerdale
Fabian bred by A & E Robinson,
Wigton. He joins the Peakview flock
of C Leason, Ashbourne. The other
was placed second in the show.
Hallwood Fury was bred by R & S
Shaw, Ledsham and was purchased

"™ by V Jenkins, Ystrad Meurig. The
male champion was Coxwold

. Fahrenheit. Sired by Ryeside
Coloured Ryeland Male Champion - Coxwold Coloured Brigadier out of a home

Farenheit, bred and exhibited by K & A Atkinson  pred ewe, he did not make his
Shaw




reserve.

The Ryeland female classes were
dominated by the Lodgeway flock of
S Briggs and M Whitehurst, Leigh,
who won all three classes and the
female championship. The judge,
Mrs A Watson from Abberley
awarded the ewe lamb class to
Lodgeway Ferrero Rocher, a
February born single. Sired by
Cagedale Bollinger out of an
Ashgrove ewe, she sold for the joint
top Ryeland price of 850gns and will
join the Na Then flock of R Dilworth,
Thornton. Mr Briggs also won the
shearling ewe class with Chase Eva
who was also awarded the Female
Championship, she was bred by A &
G Anslow. She also made 850gns and
was purchased by P Wills, Truro. The
second placed ewe lamb from the Hawthorns flock of A Robinson was sired by the
home bred Hawthorns Brown 15, also out of a home bred ewe, so sold for 620gns to
J Williams, Packington.

Joint top priced Rye an - Lodgeway ewe
lamb bred and exhibited by S Briggs and M
Whitehurst,

Top priced Ryeland male
was a ram lamb Ryeside
Fennec Fox. Awarded the
male championship by
judge J Arthur, Lanark,
being the final lot in the
sale did not present a
barrier to this lamb. Sired
by Juggis Concussion out of
a homebred ewe, he sold
for 600gns to P Wills.
Topping the shearling ram :
prices was Mansel Emperor g% § & # -~
from R & A Howell. Sired by == = 5 N B 4
Pembroke Zander out of a B >
homebred ewe, he sold

for 500gns to S Archer, Top Priced and Champion Ryeland Male. Ram lamb bre

Hexham. His twin, Mansel ;4 exhibited by N & A Burton
Emblem made 400gns and

joins the Evangriff flock of
R Bunyan, Neath. Male Champion was Little Ash Eric, sired by Hardgate Caleb out of
a Lodgeway ewe. Bred by L Bone, he failed to make his reserve.

A Secondary sale for Welsh breeders was held the following day at Brecon Livestock
market and was a decent entry of 70 sheep. There were no show classes but there
were plenty of buyers leading to a good clearance rate. The top price was a Ryeland
shearling ewe from A Davies Catherton flock. Sired by Red Sewell Commander out of
a home bred ewe, she sold to G Price, Brecon for 600gns. Top priced Coloured



Ryeland was Bramble Emrys, a shearling ram from A Williams, Holywell. Bred by E
Parker, sired by Siandy Zachariah out of a Bramble ewe, he sold for 500gns to B Baker
Abergavenny. Top priced Coloured female was a Pigscot shearling ewe from S & A
Tilling. She joined the Carreg flock of A Williams for 450gns. Another Pigscot ewe
went to the same purchaser for 400gns.

Averages: Ludlow (gns)

CR Shearling Ewe: 372 CR Breeding Ewe: 165

CR Ewe Lamb: 395 CR Shearling Ram: 275

CR Ram Lamb: 279

Ryeland Shearling Ewe: 272 Ryeland Breeding Ewe: 145
Ryeland Ewe Lamb: 354 Ryeland Shearling Ram: 297
Ryeland Breeding Ram: 180 Ryeland Ram Lamb: 275

Averages: Brecon (gns)

CR Shearling Ewe: 311 CR Ewe Lamb: 264

CR Shearling Ram: 287 CR Ram Lamb: 230
Ryeland Shearling Ewe: 600 Ryeland Breeding Ewe: 280
Ryeland Shearling Ram: 257 Ryeland Ram Lamb: 250

Auctioneers: McCartneys.

RFBS Northern Sale.

Like last year, the sale was held in conjunctlon with the pedigree sheep sale at
Carlisle rather than the Native
breed sale as in previous years. g
Trade was impacted by BTV -
restrictions with a sale being
held the previous day at
Lockerbie to accommodate the
Scottish vendors & purchasers.
Clearance rates at both sales
were poor, but nevertheless
some good prices were achieved
for quality stock and there were
plenty of bargains to be had for
those who attended or watched
and bid on line.

The coloureds were first - - " »-l'
through the ring, and the joint | R i =
top price of 650 gns was ! .

achieved for a shearling ewe
from the Snelson flock of
Michele Varmen, Macclesfield.  Coloured Ryeland Female Champion, bred and

Snelson Erica sired by Snelson  axhibited by Michele Varmen
Vineapola out of a Snelson

ewe was knocked down to GT

— -



& CA Blezard, Lancaster. A
supplementary ram lamb from the
Street Head flock of Caitlin
Brownrigg , Carlisle also made 650
gns and was purchased by Philip
Tyler, Thirsk, to join his Black Rock
flock. Street Head Fearless had been
placed 2nd in the show classes that
- morning which were judged by RFBS
President Stephen Ramsden, and
was sired by Grassknop Captain out
of a Street Head ewe.

The 2nd place shearling ewe from
W the show and reserve female

~ champion, Night Star Elsa from T&G
2 ' Glover, Thirsk, made 600gns and

- +ny Was also purchased by Thomas
Irving, Ulverston. The female

.
Above: Coloured Ryeland Male Champion, champion was Snelson Echo, a triplet by

bred and exhibited by T & G Glover

Right: Top priced Ryeland, shearling ram,
Appletree Edward, bred by B & S Chapman
and exhibited by A Robinson.

Below: Top Priced Ryeland Female and
Female Champion, Hawthorns shearling
ewe, bred and exhibited by A Robinson.

Snelson Best Mate, but she failed to make her
reserve. The male champion was Night Star ;
Fireball from the flock of T&G Glover. Sired by =&

Gracewood Xplorer out of a Sproxton ewe he

sold to Thomas Irving, Ulverston for 500gns. ke R— — -

YR
AR
Lk

b - .

Coloured ewe lambs had a good
. clearance rate. Top price of 400gns was
achieved 4 times, with all these lambs
coming from the Snelson flock of
Michele Varmen, Macclesfield.
The 2 highest prices of the day were
achieved in the Ryeland section.
Appletree Edward a shearling ram bred
by Bob & Sue Chapman from Derbyshire
sired by Chase Austin out of an
Appletree ewe & consigned by Alison
Robinson, Wigton, sold for 1000gns to
Caitlin Brownrigg, also from Wigton. He
had been judged by Philippa Gray to be
2 the male champion that morning. A ram
lamb consigned by Caitlin Brownrigg sold
for 900gns to Duncan Hunter Blair, Castle




Douglas. This lamb - Street Head Fantastic - was sired by Grassnop Captain out of a
Newburn ewe. The reserve male champion was Teejay Bond, an aged tup consigned
by Simon Archer, Hexham, who sold for 300gns to BW & AM Duffin, Grange Over
Sands.

Top price Ryeland female was the female champion from the show classes. This
shearling ewe from the Hawthorns flock of Alison Robinson, Wigton, sired by Ebor
Walter out of a Hawthorns ewe sold for 500gns. She was purchased by C Goulsbra,
Louth. The top priced ewe lamb was also from the Hawthorns flock and sold to S. J.
Parker & sons, Bromyard for 420gns. She was sired by Hawthorns Dino Lamb out of a
Hawthorns ewe.

Sale averages in guineas:(showing number sold & top price for each group)
Coloured Ryelands:

breeding ewe 160 (3, 180) shearling ewe 360 (18. 650)
ewe lamb 288 (10, 400) aged ram 200 (1)

shearling ram 324 (7, 420) ram lamb 338 (5, 650)
Ryelands:

breeding ewe 100 (1) shearling ewe 238 (6, 500)
ewe lamb 337.50 (4, 420) Aged ram 300 (1)

shearling ram 432.50 (4, 1000) ram lamb 386 (5, 900)

Total clearance rate 54%

From the Vet: Midﬁe borne diseases

What are midge-borne diseases?

Midge-borne diseases are viral illnesses transmitted by biting midges. These insects
become infected by biting a sick animal and then transmit the virus to healthy animals
when they bite them. The two main ones in sheep are Bluetongue virus (BTV) and
Schmallenburg virus (SBV).

Bluetongue Virus

Bluetongue was first detected in the 1700s and is found widely in parts of North
Africa and the middle east. Southern Europe has seen the occasional outbreak over
the last couple of centuries. The first major outbreak in Europe was in 2006, followed
by re-emergence in 2015 and then again in
2023.

There are 29 different strains of the virus and
they all vary in severity of the disease they
show. For example, in 1956 BTV-10 killed 75%
of sheep it infected where as the BTV-8 strain
in 2006 and 2015 caused 25% mortality. We
currently have BTV-3 circulating.

The most common way the disease is spread
is through an infected midge biting the
animal. Bluetongue does not pass from sheep
to sheep and does not pose any threat to
human health or food safety. There is




evidence to show that BTV-8 can be spread from the dam to her foetus during
pregnancy, as well as through contaminated objects such as needles. It can also be
passed in semen, including frozen semen.

Clinical signs — fever, swelling of the face, lips and tongue, sores on the nose and
inside of the mouth, lameness, death. The “bluetongue” from which the disease gets
its name is not typically seen.

The disease is notifiable so any suspicion of the disease must be reported to APHA/
Defra.

Ways to control bluetongue
Vaccination remains the most effective way to protect your flock from disease. There
are 3 vaccines licensed for controlling Bluetongue:

Bultavo-3 (single dose required)

Syvazul BTV 3 (single dose required)

Bluevac-3 (2 doses 3 weeks apart needed)

There is no evidence insecticides (applied to the animal) can kill midges fast enough
to prevent the first bite and will not prevent onwards transmission of Bluetongue. The
same is true for insect repellents. They have a very short retention time, especially in
the rain. Any products claiming medicinal effects are doing so illegally.

Schmallenburg Virus

Schmallenburg virus is named after the German town where the virus was first
identified. Similar to Bluetongue virus, Schmallenburg is transmitted by midges of the
Culicoides species, and it does not spread from animal to animal. The disease can
affect sheep, cattle and goats. The impact on a flock can vary with some reports of up
to 60% lamb losses in affected flocks.

Unlike Bluetongue, which cannot be passed between midges, there is some evidence
that the Schmallenburg virus can be passed from a female midge to her offspring. This
can help to explain why the disease doesn’t disappear entirely.

Also, unlike Bluetongue,
Schmallenburg virus is not
notifiable. This means positive cases
do not need to be reported to
Defra. This can make it difficult to
say with accuracy the total number
of cases seen each year.

The spread of the disease is very
dependent on the number of
midges, which typically peak in late
summer/early autumn and drop

sharply once frost sets in.

Clinical signs — Adult sheep do not tend to show signs of clinical disease. The biggest



issue is foetal deformities. The virus damages the developing nervous tissues which can
lead to brain and spinal cord deformities. The offspring may be born live or dead with
skeletal deformities such as bent or fixed joints. This can affect all or some of the joints
with the spine occasionally being affected. As a result of these deformities, caesareans
are more likely to be required to avoid injury to the ewe.

The most vulnerable stage of pregnancy is between days 25-50. Foetuses older than 50
days of gestation are typically able to clear the virus.

There is good evidence to support that once an animal is infected with SBV, they quickly
develop immunity, and they are not likely to remain infectious. We tend to see
explosive outbreaks every couple of years, reflecting a cycle of every 3-5 years when we
have naive animals exposed to the circulating virus.

Potential actions to reduce the impact in flocks
Delaying tupping until midge activity is reduced

Taking blood samples to assess your flock for previous exposure and therefore the
likely susceptibility of a flock if infection was to occur.

Housing ewes during the most vulnerable stage of pregnancy (25-50days) and
removing muck heaps to deny breeding habitats from the vicinity of housed sheep
may help to reduce midge exposure.

Consider vaccination if becomes a possibility

There are three commercially available vaccines against Schmallenburg: Zulvac SBV,
Bovilis SBV and SBVvax. However, as the virus circulates in unpredictable waves and can
be absent for several years vaccination to some farmers can feel unnecessary. This has
caused production of these vaccines to be stopped due to lack of uptake.

Natasha Powell
MRCVS

Youth Development

Update

Award presentations

It was a busy time on the show ﬁ;
circuit for our Young Handlers. It i i
was lovely to see a good entry at ¢ .
the National Show in Tenbury |
which saw Tilly James (right) win _
the Cagedale Trophy for best
Young Handler on the day. Thank

you to Bobby Morgan and Steve
Bradbury for judging



We would love to see
greater numbers in 2026.

" It was great to present

some 2024 Young Handler
awards at Ludlow and
Brecon (left)

Well done to Lillie Dyke,
Ollie Burton and Avena

n Parker for being first in
their age groups. Great
also to have Youth

B Ambassador Lucy Carter
‘ : _ = % — with us and Ann Swankie
s = = & o who managed the

Coloured Ryeland section. Thank you Ann and proud Grandma!!

Congratulations also to Lowrie and Rhydian
Thomas (right) for their second and third
prize awards in their respective age groups
for the Coloured Ryelands.

Well done to our other age group winners
Tom Burns, Ella Wilson and Katie Burns.

This competition will continue in 2025 so if
you would like to enter then please email
youthdp@ryelandfbs.com to register. The
closing date is 30" November 2025. The same
age groups will be used for 2025, 3-6, 7-11,
12-16. All shows with dedicated YH classes
qualify and the last show to count will be the F=
North Wales and Mercia Lamb Show held at - .
Stafford Showground in November. All we need to know is:

1) Name of entrant

2) Please add the subject heading “RFBS 2025 YH Entrant”

3) Age of entrant on the 1% January 2025

4) Whether the entrant is Showing Ryelands or Coloured Ryelands

5) The shows entered and outcome



On-line Wool Felting Workshop

Feedback from this session was very successful. All involved had a great time and would
be interested in a repeat session. Apparently, there were some brilliant artists and
hopefully some more entrants for the wool and crafts competitions. Many thanks to
Eilidh Garrett and Judith Waldron for organising. _“.

Fibre Competition

A huge congratulations to Logan Corney (left)
who was placed second in the Coloured Ryeland &2
fibre competition. Well done. Hope the trimming
has gone well this year with those new shears!!

Carol Bateman Award

The nominations for the inaugural RFBS Young
Shepherd of the Year Award have been
announced. This award was named in honour of
Carol whose legacy lives on through this award
celebrating the outstanding contributions of our
younger members — not only in the show ring,
but in their dedication to the Society and the
breed. The nominations are:

Natasha Powell Jack Deakins Maddie Welford
Eilidh Garrett Chloe Holmes

Many congratulations to all the nominees and the winner will be showcased in the
Spring Newsletter.

Video Diary

In 2024 a youth video diary was announced which involved applicants videoing their life
as a young shepherd from the 1% January to the 31 October. There were 3 age group
categories, 11 and under, 12 - 16 and 17-28. Philippa Gray, Bobby Morgan and Steve
Briggs were our judges respectively. Thank you. It was lovely to be able to present our
prize winners with their Shepherds Crooks at Carlisle Show and Sale. Many thanks Tom
Redmayne for the photography.

We are pleased to announce that the Video Diary competition will be running again in
2026. So if you would like to enter then please get ready to start filming. The same 3
age groups will be used. So, we are looking for a 10 minute video showcasing your
shepherding knowledge and experience in caring for your sheep, running from the 1
January 2026 to the 31 October 2026. Please be mindful of your health and safety



when showcasing your skills. Good luck everyone and we look forward to seeing
your creations.

4 Ella Wilson (our
12 — 16 winner),
Chloe Holmes
1 (our Northern
region Youth
Ambassador)
: - ® and Philippa
S i : e s Gray.

Huge congratulations to Bex, Ella and William.

Youth Ambassadors

| am pleased to introduce our
South West region Youth
Ambassador — Thomas Nash

I’'m Thomas Nash, 16, based
near Taunton in Somerset at
the home of Windsor
Coloured Ryelands and
Capland Ryelands. I'm the
Youth Ambassador for the
South West Region and |
started keeping sheep in
2016 with two Coloured
Ryeland ewe lambs. My flock
size has grown steadily over
the years and now totals 58
with this years retained
lambs. | enjoy spending the
summer months taking them §
to shows and meeting others A5



with the same passion. | believe | have learnt many important life skills / lessons as a
result of keeping and showing my sheep.

As | have been helped so much by fellow RFBS members | am keen to pass this on
and help any new or young members, whether it be with show prep or young
handler tips. Hopefully | will meet more of the young South West Members at our
end of season social on 28th of September and our South West Christmas meal on
30" November.

Youth Ambassadors

Eilidh Garrett — Scotland Scarlett Ridge — Hereford and Marches
Lucy Carter — Northern Region Thomas Nash — South West
Chloe Holmes — Northern Region Cai Lewis — Mid, West and South Wales

Evie Chadwick — North Wales and Mercia

We welcome Cai Lewis to the ranks and look forward to seeing his bio in the 2026
Spring edition of the newsletter.

We certainly have some fabulous youngsters in the Society so please get in contact
with us if you have ideas for future events.

Justine Williovms

Youth Development Sub-Committee — The Youth Ambassadors plus Justine Williams,
Steve Bradbury, Zoe Unwin, Jill Gray, Philippa Gray and Jayne Carter

Ryeland Committee
s

Show results

It was a long and hot summer for most of the Country, with a few sunburnt handlers
appearing in show photos. Blue Tongue restrictions impacted on many of the
agricultural shows, but it was great to see so many quality Ryelands representing the
breed across the Country. Many thanks to all who sent in photos and results to the
Ryeland results email. There are still a few missing so please do look at your phones
to see if you have any photos of Ryeland classes and winners. Candid and bloopers
are also very welcome to give a full picture of the season. Check with your regional
groups that results have been sent in for inclusion in the 2025 show supplement.

Please email all Ryeland results and photos to ryelandresults@gmail.com



Ryeland trophies & Awards

New Ryeland members may not be aware of the three annual points trophies which are
awarded by the RFBS and the Ryeland Committee, so it seems appropriate to give a brief
history and explanation of each one in preparation for next year.

The Percy Wear trophy was first awarded in 1965 and is presented to the most successful
exhibitor competing at qualifying shows. The Richard Wear Shearling Ram of the Year Trophy
is a more recent award and was first presented in 2022.

Rules were updated in 2014 for the Percy Wear Trophy at the request of Richard Wear. The
objective was to maintain coverage of shows across all regions, further encourage local
participation and to incentivise showing at county shows & the national show. Only three
shows are counted towards the competitors season total. As shows have a different number
of entries, points are normalised to reflect the number of exhibitors. This ensures members
accumulating points at relatively poorly attended shows are not disproportionately benefited
against those members exhibiting at shows with large attendances where it could be more
difficult to achieve placings.

The qualifying shows for the Percy Wear Trophy and Richard Wear Trophy are as follows:

Devon County Royal Bath and West
Stafford County Show Royal Three Counties
Royal Cornwall Cumberland

Royal Highland Great Yorkshire

Royal Welsh Tenbury (National Show)

Pembrokeshire

The Shearling Ewe of the Year Shepherd’s Crook was introduced by the Ryeland Committee in
2024. Again, this is a points award with points being accumulated over the season at shows
nominated by each regional committee. This year the shows nominated were

Stafford County Nantwich
Royal Three Counties Tenbury
Royal Highland Cumberland
Royal Lancashire Royal Welsh
Ripley Honley

Royal Cornwall Mid Devon County



Each year the nominated regional shows will be announced before the start of the show
season in the newsletter and on the RFBS Facebook page. If you would like further
information on the trophies, how the points are calculated, or help accessing any of the
show’s details please contact a member of the Ryeland Committee.

Many congratulations to Alison Robinson,
Hawthorns flock, (right) who was awarded the
Percy Wear Trophy at Ludlow Show and Sale with
Hilary and Jack Deakins, Bishops Wood flock, in
second place

Congratulations to Hillary and Jack Deakins,
Bishops Wood flock, (below) who won the Richard
Wear Shearling Ram of the Year Trophy with their
homebred shearling ram, Bishops Wood
Evergreen. In second place was Irfon and Vicky
Jenkins, Strata flock, with their ram Fairfax Enzo.

The Shepherd’s Crook Shearling Ewe of The Year
Award was also won by Hilary and Jack Deakins
with their shearling ewe, Bishops Wood E210. In
second place was David Mitchell, Wellhill flock,
with his shearling ewe Wellhill E1

The Hardgate Perpetual Ryeland Fibre Trophy

The Ryeland fibre award was well supported and
received entries from both large and small flocks
from all over the country. The samples were

& analysed by the Wool Testing Authority Europe Ltd
and their Managing Director; Dr Courtney Pye was

§ able to award places 1st — 3rd. Each sample analysed
{ received a report with useful information indicating
@ the fineness, uniformity and comfort factor of the
N fibre. Generally, the finer the better. Other values

§ included were the minimum and maximum
diameter, break point, and spin fineness which
indicated the expected diameter of the sample

Jack & Hilary Deakins with their
trophies



when spun. These are all important and useful pieces of information when having fleeces
processed or selling them to crafters.

The samples ranged in thickness from 27.3 microns to over 40 microns (a micron is
0.001mm), with many samples showing a low range of standard deviation, which indicates
uniformity in the fineness across the sample. Standard deviation (SD) ranges were
between 5.8 and 10 microns. These numbers, along with the comfort value (how soft the
fibre will feel against the skin) were the primary indicators which Dr Pye used to place the
samples. Rams and ewes both achieved good results across the samples and offspring of
animals producing quality fibre during their working lives. In his write up, it can be seen
both genetics and environmental factors contribute to the fibre quality. Genetic variation
of individuals can help mitigate against negative environmental factors. Although the
fleece may show slight variation due to poor weather for example, it will generally remain
fine and of good quality. It will be interesting to compare the results of this ewe’s offspring
over the coming years.

Congratulations to all who entered samples, it is wonderful to see Ryelands are still
producing some fantastic fibre.

A little bit about the Ryeland who gave the winning sample...

The lady in question is now of a certain age, being a ‘Z ‘ reg. She was sired by Bryn Caffo X-
ray and was a twin from a homebred Greenfield F32001 01168/S31.

She had a tough start in life, as the twin’s mother went into a downward spiral shortly
after birth, resisted all attempts at recovery, and died 5 days later. The lambs had suckled
but wouldn’t take a bottle and we went through the troublesome process of tube feeding
and converting to the bottle. Fortunately, they became very adept little suction pumps,
and we embarked on the treadmill of hand feeding. This extended to putting them in a
trailer when we were invited to stay overnight with friends, and providing a lamb cabaret
for our hosts, to ensure they got their regular feeds. So, despite the unpromising start in a
snowy spring, they thrived and with frequent feeding we avoided them becoming barrel
shaped.

Being hand reared they quickly took to halters, and although not the finest, the twins were
shown locally as lambs and shearlings. We noticed that one was usually placed higher,
(sister Z261) but 2260 did well Wool on the Hoof, and we retained her fleece which
performed well in the BWMB Shorn Fleece classes.With the opportunity to access The
Wool Testing Authority Europe Ltd tests, we deliberately submitted samples from a variety
of animals (including rams), not so much with a view to winning a prize, as to benchmark
the flock.



| believe it’s important to cast the net widely, as you never know what you may find.

2260 lambed prior to sampling in both 2024 and 2025 yet has produced some of our
best results. Moreover, despite being a year older, her 2025 results are better than 2024,
suggesting that weather variations may be more important than the age at this stage in
the lifecycle. All our sheep are largely grass-fed, with supplements only during late
pregnancy and early lactation.

| must commend this scheme to all members; it is tremendous value and there is much
to learn regarding the many factors which can influence the quality of our breed’s wool.
We have reason to be grateful to those members who have dedicated time and effort of
making this facility available. o

Stephen Raumsden

The Hardgate Perpetual Ryeland Fibre Award
Trophy was presented to Stephen Ramsden,
Greenfield flock for the fibre from taken from his

breeding ewe. The trophy was awarded at Ludlow
along with engraved hand shears for the 3rd
placed entry belonging to Jane Pinches, Just Three
Flock. Pamela Bateman, Caernarfon flock was
unfortunately unable to attend Ludlow but as been
awarded a pair of hand shears for her 2nd placed
entry.

Wishing you all the very best for 2026

. Zoe Urnwivv

Ryeland Committee Chair

Left: Jane Pinches & Stephen Ramsden
receiving their engraved hand shears for their
Ryeland fibre entries

Above: Stephen Ramsden with the Hardgate
Fibre Trophy.



Coloured Rxeland Reﬁort

The Coloured Ryeland Committee currently consists of:

Steve Bradbury (Pembrokeshire), Ann Swankie (Herefordshire), Paula Wills (Cornwall),
(Chair), Andy McVicar (Mid Wales), (Chair), Jonathan Webb (Hereford & Marches), Sian
Owen (Mid Wales) (Secretary) and Sue McVicar (Mid Wales) (Treasurer).

The Coloured Ryeland membership continues to increase significantly this year, with
now over 700 flock members. Sheep registrations on grassroots have been good and
Coloured Ryeland flocks have been established all over the UK.

The committee have met in person and via zoom on a number of occasions to discuss
any issues raised by CR members or RFBS council.

The winners of the Bob Webb Trophy 2025 were Joanne Fisher with runners-up being
Sue and Andy McVicar and in third place were Sian and Andrew Owen. The Derwen
trophy was won by Michelle Varmen, runners were Andrew & Sian Owen and Katie and
Mark Atkinson-Shaw. The trophies were presented by our President Stephen Ramsden
at the National Show and sale at Ludlow.

Coloured Ryeland funds have been used to
purchase trophies, sashes and rosettes for the
various events across the UK. We have also
contributed financially to the North Wales and
Mercia Region open day held at Michelle
Varman'’s home.

Andy McVicowr
Coloured Ryeland Committee Chair

Below: Joanne Fisher and Malcolm Hoggarth
were presented with the award by Bob Webb’s
grandson Nick Webb.



Fleece and Yarn Committee report
I ——

Well, after a quiet summer, it all starts to pick up in the Autumn.

The results for the Wool on the Hoof and the Raw Fleece trophies can now be finalised with
the class results from the North West and Mercia Lamb Show held at the Stafford Winter
Fair in the middle of November.

The class for the Coloured Ryeland Wool on the Hoof had three rows of sheep entered — it
took the judge over an hour to look at each one. It is really good to see that breeders are
thinking about the quality of their fleeces, and it was interesting and enlightening listening
to the judge, lan Brooksbank, as he graded the lambs of all of us who requested it that
afternoon.

It is also when the entries for the online handicraft competition will be judged — a lower
entry this year than last, perhaps with the sunny days in the summer there was less time to
sit and knit or spin?

Vicky Chadwick and | went to the Stafford Woolgathering. A super venue, and good and
busy — although people were not spending as much this year as they have done in the
past. We have been allocated a stand next year if anyone would like to join us for the
weekend. We also have applied for a stand at Wonderwool Wales — an superb wool and
yarn crafters show — something for everyone, and an opportunity to spend the weekend
chatting about sheep, Ryelands and their wool.

And now — to sit in front of the fire at my spinning wheel with what is left of my Ryeland
fleece and wait for spring and lambs.

Judith Waldrow

On behalf of the Committee



2026 Subscriptions

Annual subs for 2026 will fall due at the beginning January 2026.
Last year subscriptions rates were changed to the following amounts:
e  Full Flock Owning (electronic) £35

e  Full Flock Owning (paper) £40

e  Family (Electronic) £45

e  Family (Paper) £50

e Junior (Electronic) £20

e Junior (Paper) £20

e  Partnership (Electronic) £55

e Partnership (Paper) £60

e Non-Flock Owning (Electronic) £30

e Non- Flock Owning (Paper) £35

e Second Flock Fee (Electronic) £25

e Second Flock Fee (Paper) £30

A large number of members who have previously paid by standing order failed to
contact their banks to amend the amount (RFBS cannot change standing orders)
which has resulted in a lot of extra work in chasing the small unpaid amounts.

PLEASE check to ensure that if you do pay by standing order that the amount has
been updated to the current fee. This needs to be done before the end of this
calendar year.

A better alternative is to switch to payment by Direct Debit - this ensures that the
correct is always debited from your account and your subscription will always be
paid up to date. If you would like to sign up to pay by Direct Debit, please contact
the office admin@ryelandfbs.com or 01758 721739..

Note that if you opt to pay by Direct Debit, you MUST contact your bank to
ensure that your current standing order is canceled. Otherwise you may end up
paying your subs twice!

NB: Paper subscriptions receive hard copies of the quarterly newsletters and the
Annual Flock Book. Electronic subscriptions received these documents as .pdf
files via email.



